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REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 
aring and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 
evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 
closer_management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 
sUsecurity out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but when authoritative evidence Indicates our 
country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God 





" The Moving Spotlight 

“) FRENCH AND GERMAN 
RIENDSHIP: Protestant students 
rom different French universities 
or mrecently spent five days with Prot- 
mumestant seminary students in the 
TEast Zone of Germany. Together 
hey studied the theme, “The 
hurch of Jesus Christ in the Mod- 
ern World.” All the German hosts 
ere members of the Protestant 
outh movement which early in 
1953 suffered severe attacks from 
ommunist officials. Yet they man- 
aged to secure for their guests reg- 
ular Soviet visas! Given complete 
teedom of speech and movement, 
he leader of the French group 
preached in the church at Bad- 
saarow and all of the young French- 
"Smen mixed easily with the general 
“population, says Worldover Press. 


THE HEIFER PROJECT: 1953 
was the busiest year since the initi- 
Nation of the Heifer Project of the 
wBrethren (New Windsor, Md.) in 
1944 when a shipment of heifers 
ent to Puerto Rico. The Friends 
ntelligencer notes that, for many 
armers abroad, this new blood in 
@their livestock strain has already 
ncreased production and marked a 
Mereat advance in solving food prob- 
ems. This year the Brethren have 
shipped 285 goats, 160,770 chick- 
mens, 425 cattle, 384 pigs — these 
Hwere shipped by truck, freighter 
and airplane to 29 areas, as far 
away as Iran, as near as the Ken- 
ucky mountains. Thus have some 
refugee farmers from East Ger- 
any received their first livestock 

since resettlement; while Egyptians 
(have received chickens that lay 
ggs twice as big and twice as often 
as Native chickens and grow nearly 
wice as large—for the same 
memount of feed. Iran has received 
40 purebred Brown Swiss bulls for 
artificial insemination which could 
sire 800,000 calves and produce, 
mY crossbreeding with native stock, 
A strain greatly superior to the na- 
We in beef and milk production. 
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N A PROTEST on the Senate floor, Senator Fulbright contrasted 

the recent degrading of democracy by certain forces in Congress to the 
standards set by earlier statesmen. “The founding fathers were children of 
the age of enlightenment. They believed in reason. They sought to con- 
vince other men by persuasion rather than to bludgeon them into sub- 
mission . . . they had immense contempt for the debater who descended 
to the low level of personalities. They detested the use of slogans and 
epithets for their use is the last refuge of the mentally insecure and intel- 
lectually bankrupt. They appealed to men’s minds and not their passions. 
In short, they were reasonable men, seeking to establish a new state upon 
a rational foundation ... ” 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HE PLACE OF THE SPIRIT in a nation’s welfare and security has 

never been so apparent as at the present. We need to be reminded 
that many more nations and civilizations have fallen because of the dis- 
integration of their inner moral and spiritual fibre than through onslaught 
from without, and most of those which have succumbed to outer attacks 
have usually so failed because of fatal weaknesses within. 

Honesty, devotion to truth, loyalty to ideals, that stand above 
selfish gain or political party — these are the qualities that give a nation 
strength to endure beyond any number of tanks, planes and atom bombs. 
And if we lose these qualities of soul, the weapons cannot save us; in 
fact, their very weight will hasten disaster like an overloaded beast of 
burden struggling in a morass. 


HE DESTROYERS: The political structure of America is being 

weakened by the dishonest and irresponsible attacks upon President 
Eisenhower and his Administration, by the cabal of political extremists 
whose voices are featured in the reactionary sections of the press and 
radio. Democracy thrives on political differences and discussion, but po- 
litical differences must not be degraded by dishonesty, distortion and 
character assassination. That was the technique used by Hitler to build 
nazism, by Mussolini to erect fascism, and by Franco to establish his 
Falangist one-party tyranny. The chances of our conquest by commu- 
nism are exceedingly remote; the possibility grows daily that our Ameri- 
can civilization may fall in some hour of great crisis through confusion, 
fear and cynicism, through lack of a faith in man, government or God. 
Interviews during past weeks with leaders in all parts of the nation — Re- 
publicans and Democrats, Protestants and Catholics, workers and capi- 
talists — have revealed an increased concern over this problem among 
men of reason and goodwill. As you read this report, you will see where 
it leads and why men are concerned. 

POLITICAL EXTREMISTS, for example, are destroying the 
public confidence in democratic government by the way they have built 
up the inadequacy of former President Truman, trying to make him a 
gigantic bogyman of Communist intrigue and betrayal — a political tac- 
tic that whips itself into an orgy bordering on mass insanity. History will 
not defend Mr. Truman’s notable shortcomings, but it will be far more 
absorbed with the RESPONSIBILITY for this sad aftermath of war, the 
abnormalicies, the unnatural alliances made in the name of “military ex- 
pediency,” the vast and tragic errors of judgment. History will place the 
fault where it belongs — on the evil nature of war itself. (Mr. Truman’s 
greatest handicap was that a dying man would not relinguish the dream 


of his role in peace-making — in time for efficient transfer of power.) 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Do We Want The Facts? 


Do the American people want 
the truth about China and Russia? 
Yes, we believe they do. Does the 
American press and radio want to 
give them the truth? Many do — 
including such papers as the New 
York Times, Christian Science 
Monitor, Washington Post, St. 
Louis Post Dispatch, Louisville 
Courier Journal and many others, 
which are distinguished for their 
fair and unprejudiced reporting, 
along with such broadcasters as 
Elmer Davis, Martin Agronsky and 
Howard K. Smith. But unfortun- 
ately there are many more news- 
papers and broadcasters who fol- 
low the lead of the political and 
military extremists and do not try 
to give the American public a fair 
and honest report concerning the 
peoples of China and Russia. What 
is more, such news channels often 
deliberately distort information they 
receive to build more prejudice and 
to destroy understanding. 

THE COLLEGE’ EDITORS: 
Important examples of such irre- 
sponsible handling of information 
concerned the college editors who 
toured Russia recently. Many of 
these young journalists report that, 
as they were interviewed on their 
return to the U. S., efforts were 
made by certain big-time newsmen 
to slant and angle their statements. 
When the collegians insisted that 
they traveled quite freely wherever 
they wanted to go, talked to any- 
one they wished to, they were call- 
ed gullible, naive, and their state- 
ments were misconstrued. 

On the other hand, some news- 
papers printed articles by these col- 
lege editors which presented their 
impressions fairly. David Barney 
of Reed College, writing in the 
Portland Oregonian, reported that 
Russians he met in all parts of the 
Soviet were convinced of the im- 
possibility of a Communist revolu- 
tion in the U. S. because of our high 


standard of living — that our work- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Do We Want The Facts? 


(continued) 

ers would not revolt as long as they 
continued to enjoy such material 
progress. Barney also found much 
evidence that the Russian people 
were not being whipped up for war 
— in fact, he noted an anti-militar- 
istic sentiment everywhere in the 
USSR, and little glorification of the 
military (such as existed in Ger- 
many in the °30’s). Prominent Red 
generals were regarded as heroes, 
but their pictures were seldom dis- 
played, and “we found university 
students, who are permanently ex- 
empt from the draft, very pleased 
to escape from the army. Although 
there is universal military training 
for all young men except students, 
. .. the term of service is the same 
as Ours, two years. I got the impres- 
sion the army is considered a ‘nec- 
essary evil’. . . this anti-militaristic 
attitude probably stems from that 
part of pure Communist theory 
which declares the ideal state will 
have no need for military forces. 
And in that large section of the So- 
viet Union occupied by the Ger- 
mans during the war, there is evi- 
dence the people hope they never 
see another soldier . . . Although I 
would characterize the attitude of 
the people as ‘anti-militaristic,’ I 
think this would have little effect 
on their will to fight. If fear of the 
West were to turn into hysteria, ex- 
treme reliance on the military 
would result . . . I think that peace 
between nations is worth the sacri- 
fices we make of our own preju- 
dices when we attempt to under- 
stand another nation and culture.” 

A RETURNED POW, former 
Corporal Bennie Smith, has had a 
harder time getting his views pre- 
sented fairly in the American press 
after his release from Panmunjom 
and his honorable discharge from 
the Army. Admittedly a “progres- 
sive” POW, his record indicates that 
his ideas were not acquired from 
the Chinese Communists. He grew 
up in a working class neighborhood 
in Memphis, Tenn., a quiet relig- 
ious boy who kept out of trouble, 
quit school after the 8th grade, 
went to work on a Mississippi Riv- 
er barge, joined the Army in 1947, 
was later sent to surgery school in 
Japan. While there, two Korean of- 
ficers who visited the school asked 
if he thought the U. S. would help 
them if North Korea attacked. He 
replied “Certainly not. Why should 
we interfere in your civil war?” 

After his capture in November 
of 1950, he reports that conditions 
of the prisoners were miserable, 
but that they were no better for 
their captors; later they were mov- 
ed to another camp where condi- 
tions improved and continued to 
improve during the rest of their 
stay. Smith’s version of prison life 
bears little resemblance to most 


stories of brain-washing and pres- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


THE HATE BRIGADE of political extremists, who have made 
such an absurd spectacle of American political life before the eyes of the 
world, are now turning on Eisenhower. Their attacks are not direct as 
yet, for they fear his popularity. But by snide innuendoes and belittling 
reflections, they openly smear and. destroy his aides and associates as 
“amateurs” and “liberals” — striving to give such words evil connota- 
tions. George Washington and Abraham Lincoln were both “amateurs” 
and “liberals.” George Washington, to be exact, was a revolutionist! Ste- 
phen Douglas was put up, as a professional and a statesman, to expose 
the “stumbling, uncouth” amateur, Lincoln. 

The Hate Brigade flies Republican banners (in reality they only 
represent a small portion of the actual Republican strength which elected 
Eisenhower), but these right-wing political extremists never wanted Eisen- 
hower. They didn’t even want Senator Taft, who, although a right-wing 
conservative, was an honest, reasonable man — he hated slums and be- 
lieved in a sensible housing program, and he knew there were other dan- 
gers greater than communism. The Hate Brigade, wanting Gen. MacAr- 
thur because he seemed to subscribe to their arch-conservatism, staged 
the MacArthur build-up with a multi-million dollar hysterical ballyhooy 
that also became touched with mass insanity. This has now left the great 
American general under a pall of “over-doneness” which is much beneath 
his just deserts as an able commander and an excellent diplomat. 

When the MacArthur boom faded, the extreme conservatives 
then made desperate efforts to surround Eisenhower with men of their 
choosing, counting upon his inexperience as a political novice to let them 
gain control of policy-making. “But Eisenhower found his bearings and 
political grip about two and a half years sooner than anyone expected,” 
to quote one of the keenest political observers in Washington. 

GONE WRONG: To the extreme Rightists of the GOP, every- 
thing has gone wrong. Eisenhower is going all out to back the UN, wants 
to continue international cooperation and aid wherever necessary (though 
in that he is being stymied); he seeks to build a new friendliness between 
top business and labor (and here he has leaned more towards manage- 
ment, so has alienated labor); he is pushing forward on public health and 
housing programs; he wants to take it easy in our efforts to dominate 
Asia, realizing that Chiang Kai-shek, the darling of the GOP arch-con- 
servatives because of Chiang’s long cooperation with American oil and 
shipping interests, is as dead as a stuffed goose in the evolving liberalism 
of China. 

So with the President off on his own and under full sail in these 
directions, so offensive to conservative Republicans, the big-salaried hate- 
sneer-and-smear specialists in press and radio have been ordered to go 
after the Eisenhower Administration, tatter it around the edges, destroy 
his aides or public confidence in his aides wherever possible and when- 
ever, as human beings, they make natural human errors of judgment. 
Then when Eisenhower’s defenses are gone and he has made his own 
mistakes, as of course he will, the Hate Brigade will then tear into the 
President personally, hoping that his popularity will have waned sufficient- 
ly to make him vulnerable. The recent ambush against Chief Justice Ear! 
Warren is part of this battle plan. The former California governor is a 
Republican progressive, a forward-looking advocate of moderate Chris- 
tian liberalism, which is so distasteful to both extreme Right and extreme 
Left. Reactionary Republicans fear him also because he will make a fine 
Chief Justice and, from a Washington background, will be a natural as 
the next GOP presidential candidate when Ike steps down. Hence, dur- 
ing the coming months, he will be a principal target for poisoned arrows 
from within his own party. 

THIS INTERNAL struggle will deepen, widen and increase its pace 
during the coming months. I believe that this is the time for Republicans 
and Democrats alike with faith in reason and goodwill, in fair debate and 
discussion as the techniques of democracy, to make themselves heard. 
While on a recent speaking tour through the Midwest, Southwest and 
Far West which also included many radio programs, I have had occasion 
to talk with key figures in the radio and newspaper field; they all agreed 
that protests from forward-looking, Christian-minded Republicans and 
Democrats against distorted, rabid, hate-breeding words would help bal- 
ance the scales of judgment — such protests should be addressed to news- 
paper and radio management and especially to sponsors. For the political 
extremists — the anti-public school and the anti-UN groups as well as 
other organized Hate Brigades — are very vocal; they are a minority but 
they write more letters, make more phone calls per horse power than all 
the rest of us put together. And it is ironic that some of the most skillful 
hate dispensers make a fetish of their interest in religion — a sort of run- 
ning undertone of piety to disguise their disregard for truth and fair play. 


HE DAMAGING EFFECTS OF DISTORTION and political dis- 
honesty reach far into our national and international life. For in- 
(continued on NEXT page) 
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ed from Shakespeare to Dick jgeals.” 
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they became so repetitious that tal ond of | 
were boring, but unrest ama treason. 
prisoners mounted as discusg, Appa 
turned to McCarthy, the KKK, at the 


the Smith Act. . 










The prisoners who refused § oo 
patriation weren’t necessarily § ration 
most convinced Marxists, but wae °° sive 
a mixed lot, according to Smith adh 
some were just afraid of the p e a 
Communist label that had becoy = to 
attached to them in camp; othe which 
who were convinced Communi Americ 
thought their decision would } he thc 
good propaganda; others just lik needed 
the Chinese and their way of ki sisted 

According to Milton Lows toned 
berg who made a thorough stu) tifed ¢ 
of Smith’s case for The Nati} j¢ the | 
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out there how they starved yom people 
Folks, this boy reaily looks bal jaq a 
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story was reported with reasonabi eal 
accuracy —that his treatment apr 
the Chinese had been good on ti 
whole and that he could not tes) _ He 
fy to atrocities. Nevertheless, her fore 
ceived threatening phone calls : vemb 
letters. In a talk before a business, '0 & 
men’s luncheon club, Smith stat) Sh 
that he believed capitalism was ™ ordes 
perfect and that we could le hunt 
some things from the Communi) * th 
—which did not jar the busines has 1 
men, but the press was shocked. § conf 
A reporter from the Commey ™ / 
cial Appeal, Paul Molloy, tol Chis 
Bennie Smith that he might as way TY 
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Molloy would write the story afl Chri 
way and implied that it might ty) Puts 
worse. The series began on the from thin 
page of the Sunday edition and fr like 
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) anti-fascist 
» The end of the series brought a 
; new avalanche of threats. 





Do We Want The Facts? 


(continued) 


§ set the tone “Memphis Boy in Foe’s 


Hands Turned from American 
Ideals.” Molloy described Bennie 
Smith as having become “respon- 
sive to the very things Americans 
have died to destroy . . . He turned 
his gaze toward a way of life 
strange in America — strange, evil 
and powerful . . . came home with 
new, un-American ideas . . . at the 
end of the road there may even lie 
treason.” 

Appalled at such accusations and 


4 at the terroristic phone calls and 
ia letters he 
™ smith went to see a Memphis cor- 


was receiving, Bennie 
poration lawyer, Lucius Burch, to 
grounds for libel. 
Burch, who had often handled civil 
rights cases, helped him draft a let- 


© ter to the Commercial Appeal in 


which he denied straying from 
Americai: ideals but reiterated that 
he thought the capitalist system 
needed improvement, though he in- 


x sisted that this did not mean he 
+ leaned toward communism. He no- 


tified the paper that he would sue 
if the series continued in the same 
vein. Molloy’s articles were toned 
down to avoid the threat of libel 
but the innuendoes remained, so 
that the victory was merely a legal 
one. Molloy now described his 
distorted perspective 
about the American way of life” 
and quoted Smith’s belief that a 


; people which chose communism 
§ had a right to do so and that the 


American Communist Party should 
not be outlawed. A clear ‘“admis- 
sion of guilt” was found in Ben- 
belief that facism was a 


anti-Communist.” 


not 


Smith wants to go to college on 


“coll the G.I. bill, but thinks his chances 


§ of being accepted in a school or of 
“a getting a job have been prejudiced 


by the adverse publicity. And now 


) he has been told a big national 
) weekly is planning to “expose” him 
| as the ring-leader of the “pro’s.” 


He was summoned to appear be- 
fore the Velde committee last No- 
vember, but the White case proved 
to be a better headline-catcher, so 
his hearing was postponed. But the 
ordeal of a session with the witch- 
hunters hangs over him. Even worse 


~ is the label of “un-American.” He 


ang 
it ta 
fro 
| ra 
dling 
ge) F 





| has tried to explain that there is no 


conflict between his beliefs and loy- 
al Americanism. Many ideas the 
Chinese expounded were nothing 
“new” or “distorted,” he says, but 


g What he had always believed to be 


Christian and democratic. As he 
puts it, “I like ice cream. I can’t 
think that just because the Chinese 
like ice cream, too, I’ve got to start 


disliking it. Nor can I accept the 
(continued third col., THIS page) 

















X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


stance, the incalculable injury done to our influence and prestige abroad 
by the McCarthy performances is slowly coming to light in an official, un- 
deniable way. The President’s special commission which has investigated 
the low state of affairs in the American propaganda services abroad is, as 
reported in our last issue, made up of such outstanding men as Erwin D. 
Canham, editor of the Christian Science Monitor, Philip D. Reed, head 
of General Electric Corp., Ben Hibbs, editor of the Saturday Evening 
Post. These men have submitted a devastating indictment of political tac- 
tics which have destroyed the most effective anti-Communist propaganda 
America had developed. This loss is the result of McCarthy’s stupidity 
and irresponsibility in not recognizing that noted European scholars who 
have been Marxist theorists along strict democratic lines, and thus flam- 
ing opponents of the Moscow tyranny, have been by far the most influen- 
tial voices in fighting the Moscow propaganda. (For more details, see AP 
and UP dispatches, Feb. 4; BTL, March 1.) 

THIS OFFICIAL RECOGNITION of the debacle, wrought in 
our vital propaganda agencies by the political extremists, is now under- 
scored by the announcement of the Eisenhower Administration that a 5- 
man committee of experts will be appointed “to recommend ways to im- 
prove a weakened and dispirited U. S. Foreign Service.” The U. S. For- 
eign Service has been left a shambles by the political investigators whose 
philosophy, if applied to everyday affairs, would mean that to repair a 
house you first burn it to the ground. While some of the needs cited re- 
fer to long overdue expansion and modernization of our Foreign Service 
structure, this condition itself stands as an official public affirmation of 
the devastation that has been done to America’s position in the world by 
political demagoguery. Further emphasis and evidence: one of the prime 
objectives of the proposed reorganization, according to public statements 
by such officials as Gen. Walter Bedell Smith, is to place the Foreign 
Service in a non-political, non-partisan category — free from political 
controversy, “at least to the degree achieved by the military services.” 

Considering the nature of the world Communist intrigue, and 
the fact of a 4 year military alliance with Russia, it is not surprising that 
Communists infiltrated all Western diplomatic ranks, including our own. 
Others — England, France, Italy — suffered the same experience but 
only in America have political extremists used the Communist issue for 
selfish political advancement with a disregard for truth and national wel- 
fare only to be matched by the habits of the Communists themselves. 


S IT RUSSIA OR COMMUNISM? One of the most important policy 
decisions soon to be emerging out of this political maelstrom: Shall 
Russia or communism be considered our most serious threat? Pressure 


from conservative business interests and from powerful Roman Catho- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Do We Want The Facts? 
(continued) 
reasoning that says if we both like 
ice cream, that makes me Chinese.” 
Will we throw Bennie Smith into 
the arms of the Communists by 
charging him with treason, intim- 
idating him and proposing to com- 
mercialize his experiences — sim- 
ply because he expresses his desire 
for a better America? 





Food, Farmers & Peace 


The recent effort of European 
farmers to build a successful agri- 
cultural pool across frontiers is in 
some aspects more effective than the 
better known effort to federate Euro- 
pean industry. At the same time the 
farmers are resisting what they fear 
may be too great a government 
emphasis on industry to the neglect 
of the farms. 

Economic agricultural federation 
was greatly stimulated last fall by 
the congress of the European Con- 
federation of Agriculture, attended 
by 450 delegates and observers 
from 18 countries of Europe and 
the Mediterranean basin. The reso- 
lutions adopted by the congress are 
now being discussed with the liveli- 
est interest among millions of Eu- 
rope’s farmers. Encouraged by the 
UN Food and Agriculture Organ- 
ization and the International Fed- 
eration of Agricultural Producers, 
the congress dealt with questions 
of family life on the farms, farm 
techniques, rural social problems— 
but with the focus clearly on the 
great goal of a federated European 
economy. 

“While so many are seeking to 
create a united Europe on a theo- 
retical plane, the farmers start 
from realities to find new solutions,” 
stated an official of the agricultur- 
al confederation. “For perhaps the 
first time, on the international lev- 
el, rural dwellers of many coun- 
tries have reacted against the myth 
of industrial doctrines seeking dom- 
ination of the world and leading it 
to bankruptcy.” He criticized those 
who think industrialization is the 
universal solution and that agricul- 
ture must be treated as “an inferior 
waiting to be industrialized.” 

Running through all these or- 
ganized agricultural movements is 
a strong tide against what they cail 
“sigantism,” and this rebellion is 
coupled with a staunch loyalty to 
the small or medium-sized farm 
unit. Many a spokesman for the 
peasants has pointed out that recent 
studies made in Belgium and the 
Netherlands attribute the increased 
farm productivity in those coun- 
tries to the numbers and the skill 
of small-farm proprietors. 

As evidence of its wide outreach, 
the European Confederation of 
Agriculture maintains central of- 
fices at Bruges, Belgium, and issues 
its material for farmers in several 
languages. 





French Housing Crisis 


Tourists exclaim over the ancient 
beauty of quaint narrow streets in 
Paris and the charm of old farm 
buildings unchanged for genera- 
tions. The French, who must live 
in them, face grim problems of 
sanitation and overcrowding, while 
the rest of the Western world 
watches the Communists use the 
housing crisis to light propaganda 
flares. 

THE FACTS: The average 
French peasant has no sanitation 
facilities whatever in his home; 
11 per cent of all French homes 
still have dirt floors; one person in 
8 lives in doubled-up or trebled-up 
conditions; 2000 homeless persons 
in Paris sleep nightly on the streets 
or under the bridges; the average 
age of the French house is over 
120 years; even official reports con- 
cede that 500,000 persons in Paris 
— one out of every five — live in 
“inadmissible” conditions. 

WHAT IS BEING DONE? In 
the past 9 years, since the Libera- 
tion, France has only built 330,000 
new units — averaging fewer than 
40,000 a year. Compare this record 
to Germany’s with 1,700,000 new 
units built within the last 5 years, 
and Britain’s with 1,500,000. Both 
Germany and Britain (with popula- 
tions and war damage roughly 
equivalent to France’s) expect to 
overcome their housing shortages 
within 10 years. France, even at a 
building rate of 240,000 units a 
year, would need 30 to 40 years to 
catch up on shortages. (For more 
details see N. Y. Times, Feb. 28.) 

WHAT CAN BE DONE? Some 
basic adjustments — both econom- 
ic and political — will be necessary 
to make any serious dent on this 
vital problem. Low rents are an im- 
portant factor. The average French- 
man today only pays 5 per cent of 
his income for rent. Before World 
War I this figure was 16 per cent; 
after World War II, it was only 
1 per cent. In 1914, all rents were 
frozen as a wartime measure, as in 
other countries, but in France they 
were never decontrolled or ade- 
quately adjusted. Wages also re- 
mained low, so that, as everything 
else went up in cost, the low rents 
became the only rock on which the 
French worker could survive. 


It became unprofitable to build 
or even repair rental property. The 
eviction and repossession laws make 
it almost impossible for landlords to 
do anything but operate at a sacri- 
fice or sell at a loss for question- 
able currency. As a result, owners 
have tried to hang on to their real 
property regardless, and archaic 
condemnation laws make it hard to 
obtain ground for new building. 
Besides inflation, the cost of the 
war in Indochina — $6 billion in 
7 years —has held back building, 


for this sum would have paid for 
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lic elements has been edging American diplomacy and military leaders 
toward a declaration that communism, wherever it exists and in whatever 
form it appears, is our enemy. 


Such a stand would make a big difference from a military stand- 
point, for if expanding Russian imperialism is our enemy, then we can 
build alliances and barriers against Russian expansion with peoples living 
under all varieties of political beliefs — the Communists of Yugoslavia, 
the Socialists of Sweden and Denmark, the Fascists of Spain. Moreover, 
that policy says to the peoples of France, Italy, Yugoslavia, Philippines, 
Burma — “If you want to vote yourselves into communism under native 
leadership, that is your business, and we as the democratic people of 
America cannot, will not interfere, as long as your government remains 
independent of Moscow controls.” Our military leaders much prefer this, 
the present policy, for many obvious reasons (accessibility of bases, etc.). 

THE CRUX: Inside the minds of many of the world’s leading 
statesmen and diplomats, there is the fear that much more of Europe and 
Asia will yet go Communist, not by the invasion of or the pressure from 
Russian armed might, but because communism has unfortunately become 
about the only effective reform program within the reach of many of the 
world’s most impoverished and desperate populations. The West has fal- 
tered in offering an impressive alternative; Point 4 could have been an 
answer, but narrow partisanism within the U. S. has strangled it; the UN 
Technical Aid programs have offered a way, but UN Aid, like Point 4, 
is dwarfed by selfish politics within the U. S. Hence, neither are offering 
a dynamic enough alternative to communism, despite their many suc- 
cesses. In various European capitals, thoughtful leaders are gloomy over 
the growing unrest and instability in Italy, Austria, Germany, France 
and elsewhere, which they attribute to this widespread conviction that 
there is no alternative for communism. The same situation exists in Asia. 

The only thing that prevents this danger from being most real and 
immediate is the great weakness and tumult behind the Iron Curtain — 
in Moscow and in the satellites, sabotage, shortages, crop failures and 
hunger simply do not permit a test of strength. 

But our most pugnacious military leaders shudder at the ris- 
ing demand that we count all leftists and Communists in the world 
as our mortal enemies. Our military leaders shudder because they 
see no way to meet such an unlimited foe. We do not have the manpower, 
the blood or the resources to encompass this type of enemy if we tried— 
whereas Russia is a concise adversary that can be defined, measured, 
even confined. 

Our military now ask: Do the strident voices pressing this view 
in and out of Congress mean that we must be prepared to drop atom 
bombs on the peoples of Indochina, Indonesia, Italy, France? If so, even 
our most hardened military minds are quick to warn that we would thus 
blast away all the restraints that have held civilization secure from the 
pressures of barbarism and savagery for centuries and loose a flood tide 
of hatred and violence that will engulf the world. 

THE AREA OF DANGER: This irrational pressure could easily 
plunge this country into distaster in Asia, especially in Indochina and, as 
we have often emphasized, a major long-range Communist objective is to 
get the capitalist West involved in a war with Asia’s resentful masses. Al- 
ready this Administration finds it almost impossible to seek an under- 
standing with Red China on any level without being accused at home of 
coddling Communists. It appears to be a test of patriotism to advocate the 
A-bombing of the Asian Reds if they make another move. This fanatical 
fringe of the GOP thus provides the perfect sounding board for Russian 
propaganda aimed at convincing the 500 million Chinese that the U. S. 
intends to control Asia, to recover domination of China — and that we 
would not hesitate to slaughter millions of Chinese people if the Chinese 
government moves to extend its own defense perimeter, as the U. S. has 
done in Western Europe, the Near East and over much of the Far East. 
We demand the right to mount our guns in Japan, Okinawa, Philippines, 
all around China, but if China seeks to aid in the establishment of a 
friendly Communist government in Indochina, the small but powerful Eat- 
em-alive minority in the GOP threatens to use all their resources to drive 
this country into an all-out atomic war—irrespective of the policies of our 
more reasonable Republican President and the more reasonable men and 
women who make up the great majority of the present Republican party 
strength. 

That is the far look. Let it challenge all of us to do our duty in 
those things close by, that we may turn America from such a path, while 
our nation’s great heritage and resources are yet intact. That is how we 
can curb communism and overcome it in the only way it will ever be de- 
feated, by infiltrating our physical strength with goodwill, a devotion to 


truth — and the Power of the Spirit. 
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800,000 new houses. 

But if these problems cow! 
solved, France would still ha 
cope with an artisan-level con 
tion industry of small con 
operating separately and 
coordination and under a tax 
ture that almost eliminates the{ 
ices of a general contractor (a f 
action tax of 30 per cent is eg 
ed on every transaction or p 
from each subcontractor). Wit 
overall schedule in a building op 
ation, inevitable delays and dg 
cations result. All hardware 
equipment is made by small ig 
pendent producers, therefore if 
not standardized and costs 4 
much. Power tools, hoists, ete,j 
scarce, yet this lack is not bala 
by a proportionate abundance 
cheap labor. The miracle is 
any new buildings get built! 

A low-cost house is relati 
about 50 per cent more expen 
in France than a similar one 
Britain —therefore too costly 
the income group that needs 
most. This is the chief explanaf 
given for the fact that half of 
Government-financed new housi 
in Paris has been of the costly a 
fashionable type (apartments sell 
for $50,000, for instance.) 

THE INTANGIBLES: Frag 
faces the almost insurmountabl 
task of rehousing half of the DOp 
ulation within the next 30 years: 
to make up for generations of he 
ing stagnation. This would app 
impossible in the light of the @ 
stacles, which is why many feara 
eventual Communist victory at 
polls. And yet the human spif 
especially the French spirit, has 
unpredictably resilient quali 
which has, repeatedly in _histon 
accomplished the impossible. 

The miles of excellent apartm 
buildings constructed in Paris 
the 19th century are still in fis 
condition; if a similar impetus @ 
building in the 20th century sho 
replace the picturesque but dai 
miles of miserable slums, some @ 
them 500 years old, there wot 
still be plenty of beautiful old @ 
chitecture left. Nor would ft 
change impair the intangible quali 
of the French character that brinj 
such an ebullient and imaginati 
dimension to even the most grif 
and hopeless eras in their histo 

Today, stymied by squalid crowé 
ing on one hand and an almost iff 
mobilized government on the othefj 
and threatened by communism, t 
French people dress up and 
walking. They enjoy their magnilf 
cent parks as if they were 
private gardens, stroll along thet 
wide boulevards, meet and talk if 
their sidwalk cafes. Doom appeal 
to be bearing down upon them, 
they have turned doom into victor 
many times in the past. 
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